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OU may Wonder , that at this 
time of day I ſhould begin to talk 
to you of Biſhop Lake's Death, 
for which, I dare ſay, both of us | 
have before this paid our juſt Tribute 6. 


Sorrow ; and for whoſe rar every True 
| particular Re- 1 
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ſtancy of the Seven Biſhops remain upon Re- 
cord; which I verily believe will be till time 


ſhalt be no more. But ſome (as if this 
Glorious Action had not been enough to have 


ſecur'd his Fame to all Eternity) ſeem rather 


deſirous to tranſmit him to Poſterity by 


another Diſtinguiſhing Character; that of 


the Great Champion for Paffive-Obedience 
thinking that to be a greater Honour than 


to be recorded for one of the great Main- 
tainers and Aſſertors of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and the Engliſh Liberties. For there 
is a Paper ſent abroad about our Country, 


atteſted not only by his own Hand, but al- 


ſo by ſeveral unqueſtionable Witneſſes, 


wherein the Good Biſhop on his Death- 
Bed declares, That be had been brought up 
in, and bad alſo taught others that great 


Doctrine of Paſſive- Obedience, which be al- 


ways look d upon as the Diſtinguiſhing Cha- 


rafter of the Church of England; and that 
he would not have taken the Oath, we 
the Penalty had been Loſs of Life; 


found great SatisfaBion and Conſolation in 


his Mind becauſe he bad no taken it; and 
theſe be deſir' d might be look'd upon as the 
Words of a Dying Man, and ſo reyr eſemed 
fo bis Rude CVVT 
But whether thoſe Friends had not done 
him as good Service if they had kept it to 
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World, I think may. be a-Queltive '2 for, 
I muſt confeſs, 1 
me what Deſigns they could have in Pub- 
liſhing it. For *tis ſo far from being ne- 
oeſſary on the Biſhop's Account, that *twas 
really impertinent. For he that at that 
time Was 2 and had ſubmitted to, a 
Suſpenſion, merely upon his Refuſal of the 
Oaths, had certainly given the World as 
convincing a Proof of his Opinion, as if he 
had printed a Thouſand Volumes about it. 
80 that there was no more occafion (I think | 
of making, but J am fure) of publiſhing 
ſuch a Declaration, than there is for my 
Lord Biſhop of — to print Mani feſtoæs, 
to tell the 1 he is ſuſpended on the 
ſame account. . 
And fince there was fo. very little Reaſon 
to do it on the Biſhop's Score, the Motives 
and Deſigns had need be very good that can 
Juſtify their doing it on their own. Had 


either they or — Biſhop given us the Rea- 


ſons of his adhering to that Opinion, beſides 
that of his being bred and born in it, (an 
Argument that a Turk or Pagan may have 
for the Truth of their Religion,) they might - 
have oblig'd the World exceedingly. * 
the only Motives, at leaſt that are to me 
apparent, for telling us what we knew be- 
fore, I think might as well have been 
ſpared. For there are two Inferences which 
| 5 he . may 
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may very fily be made from the Paper, | 
which 1 es was the chief Aim 1 m 


publiſking i Ws: 
The Firſt is to inſinuate, That, from 


the beginning of the Reformation, „ Ser 


ſince the Church of England was reſtord 


to its Purity, Paſſive- Obedience was the 


Corner-ſtone of it : ; for *tis call'd, The Di- 


ſtinguiſbing Character of the Church of Eng- 
land: ſo that it ſeems none were accounted 


her true Sons that did not hold it. Now 


if this be true, here's the whole Body x 

the Clergy in Queen Elizabeth's Days cut 
off from the Church of England at en 
Blow; for tis not the Opinion of one or 


two private Prelates, but the whole Convo- 


cation, who agree not only in giving the 
Queen fo very large Subſidies, but alſo 


in declaring the Accounts on which they 


did it; and that was aſſiſting and protecting | 
the Scotch and French Proteſtants, and for 


abating all Hoſtilities againſt the true Pro- 


feſſors of God's Holy Goſpel, and for the 
advancing the free Profeſſion of the Goſpel 


within and without Her Majeſty's Domi- 


nions; and a great deal more to this'pur- 


poſe, as may be ſeen at large in the Pre- 


ambles to the Three Subſidy Bills, given 
the 5th of Eliz. c. 24. the 35th of Elis; 


c. 12. and the 43d of Elis. c. 17. 80 


that tis apparent it was their Practice for 
| Forty 
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Forty Years. And I hope thieir Faith alſo: 
for I cannot be fo. uncharitable as to think 
they would fin againſt their Conſcience, 
"and purchaſe Damnation at fo dear a rate, 
as thoſe vaſt Sums they gave for the Aſſiſt- 
ance of thoſe that I am ſure did reſiſt 
their Kings; and who, according to the 
Doctrine of P2//ive-Obedience, ought to 
have been look d upon, and usd as Rebels. 
And truly, whiatever is pretended, their 
Doctrine was agreeable to their Practice. 
For, altho* the Book of Homilies hath been 
ſo often cited for the Confirmation of this 
Doctrine, yet the Example of David, which 
is ſo much recommended to us in the 2 Ho- 
mily againſt Rebellion, for his Loyalty and 
our Imitation, is that we defire to ſtand or 
fall by. For if the Subject may be allow'd' 
to take up (as we ate ſure David did againſt 
Saul) Defenfive Arms, I think they would 
be very unteaſonable to deſire any more; © 
Blut this having been enlatg'd on by bet- 
ter Pens, I ſhall ſay no more of it. But 
cannot paſs by the Epithet of the Diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of the Church of England, 
without ſome Aniniadverſions oli it: And, 
firſt, I would ask you, Sir, Whetller you 
think it neceſſary for particular Churches 
to have particular diſtinguiſhing Doctrine? 
For I 1nuſt confeſs, to me (but if I am in 
an Error I hope you will correct it) it ap- 
75 8 bears 
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Churches have ſuch diſtinguiſhing Do- 
ctrines: for I believe it has been the occa- 


ſion of all the Schiſms in the World. For 
. fince, as the Apoſtle faith, Epb. 4. 5. there 
and I may add, one Church, and one Truth; 
Why ſhould we not (at leaſt endeavour to) 

* 


all of one Mind, and not affect little Di- 
ſtinctions, which oftentimes create great Ani- 
moſities? of which our preſent Age can give 


Diſeaſe did not begin, neither will it, I fear, 


end with us. For we find St, Poul repro- 
ving it in his Corinthians, as that which 


— Is -— + 


Chriſt,” But to ſuch I may ask the Apo- 


ſtle's Queſtion, Who is Paul, or who is 


Sollos, but Miniſters by whom. you have 
believ'd © But if Paul, or an Angel, Preach 


any other Goſpel, let him be Anathema; 
and the ſame thing may, and I think ought | 
be ſaid of Churches, when they impoſe - 
_ any-thing but what is the true Catholick 


Faith. Therefore to ſay ſuch a Doctrine 
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is particular to ſuch a Church, and that 


Which diſtinguiſheth it from the Catholick, 


World of it; and to own that it is not any 


art of the Catholick Faith. And why 
Biſhop Lake, or any body, ſhould value a 
Doctrine ſo much on that ſcore, is that ! 
cannot comprehend. In my Opinion, it 


would more have become his Lordſhip, if, | 
as the Office for the Sick directs, he had 


made a Confeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith 
contain'd in the Apoſtle's Creed, which 


_ unqueſtionably he believ'd; But it would 


ſatisfy us Lay-People very much, if thoſe 
Gentlemen who have atteſted this Recogni- 


ion of his diſtinguiſbing Faith, would Print 
another Paper, to aſſure us that he rehears'd 
the Articles of our Common Creed; that we 
may not be mif-led by the Example of a 


Biſhop, to depart: from the Rules of the 
Church when we come to die; and, in- 


ſtead of the Chriſtian Faith, declare we be- 


lieve juſt quite contrary to his Diſtinguiſh- 
ing _ that in ſome Caſes Lehle is 
awful. EX 


But I fear I have already tired you by 


being ſo large on my Firſt Inference, there- 


fore ſhall endeavour to be as ſhort on the 


Second as I can; and that I take to be this; 
That from the Biſhop's declaring He would 
not have taken the Oath to have ſaved bis 


- OR... RR 
Life; and that his not taking it was thi 
great Conſolation he had at that time; ws . 
would inſinuate that the taking of the Oatn 
is a very wicked unlawful thing. For they 
being the Words of a Dying Man, juſt go- 


ing to receive the Sacrament, ought to be 


the more credited, and to make the deeper 
Impreſſion ; for ſo good a Man as he could 


not be eaſily deceiv'd himſelf, and at ſuch a 


r | | 

To which -I ſhall crave leave to reply, 
Firſt, That as to the main Queſtion of the 
Lawfülneſs of the Oath, it has been ſo ful- 
ly and fo ſatisfactorily diſcuſs'd already, 


time tis certain did not deſign to deceive : 


that I am very confident you and I krow . 


ſome that have taken it with as good 4 
Conſcience as Biſhop Lake, or any-body, 
could refuſe it with; therefore it would be 
ſuperfluous to ſay any-thing, on that Point. 

But only I wiſh that, inſtead of urging any 
Humane Example, both Sides would re- 


member the Divine Rule of St. Paul, Roi. 


14. 3. Let not him that eaterh deſpiſe 

bim that eateth not; and let not him that 
| eateth not judge him that eateth. © : 
' But then, Secondly, as to the Authority 
that Biſhop. Lake's Dying Words ought to 
have over mine or any Man's Judgment, 1 


muſt declare, That till Infallibility be, I 
will not fay the diſtinguiſhing — 
. „ ut 
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but the inferarable Attendant of a good 
| Man, I cannot ſay that they ought to in- 
fluence any-body any farther than they ap- 
pear true and reaſonable. For if Dying 
Mens Sentiments were to be the Rule of 
| our Faith, we ſhould have a very uncertain 
Standard. For you muſt know that once 
I was acquainted with a Papiſt, that, I think, 
ſetting aſide his Opinion, was a very g 
Man, for he-led a good Life ; an whet! 
this Perſon came to die, he did it with as 
great Confidence, and Comfort too, as oo], 
| be imagin'd ; and expreſs d as great Satiſ- 
faction in his not being a Proteſtant, as the 
Biſhop could in not taking the Oaths. So 
that we may ſee tis only the ſtrong Perſua- 
fion of the Party, and not the Truth of the 
Tenets, that produces that ſort of Confola- 
tion. For I am confident the Biſhop him- 
{elf would not have approv'd of the Argu- 
ment, had I turn'd Papiſt on that Dyi 
Man's Declaration. But it ſeems ſome think 
it no great matter what we turn now; for 
„I hear ſome are fo exceeding fierce, that 
I I they will hardly allow thoſe which have 
taken the new Oaths to be ſo much as Out- . 
lyers of the Church of England; but to 
be ſure none muſt be within the Pale that 
have not the diftinguiſhing Character. And 
truly the Number of the Enclos'd will be 
ſo ſmall, that King James himfelf could 
hardly 
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badly havo hop'd to have contracted 
Church of England into fo ſmall a com- 
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the 


paſs 3 and may in part be ſaid to have got 


huis Ends of us, for I am ſure he has done 


more Miſchief by the Diviſions he has oc- 
caſion d among our ſelves, than he could 
have done by his Perſecution  _ 

But although ſome Perſons indiſcreet 
Zeal have made them fo uncharitable, I 
am as far from ſuppoſing it the Temper of 
all the worthy Men of that Party, as I am 
from believing the Doctrine of Pafſtve- 
Obedience in that unlimited Senſe it was 


' preach'd up by ſome, was the univerſal 


Opinion of the Church of England in any 
Age. For, that it was not ſo for Forty 
Years of Queen El:zaberh's Reign, has been 


and that it is not ſo at this Day, I think | 


may be' demonſtrated by the fame way 
of Argumentation. For although I might 


have ſuppos d it poſſible that a few pat- 
ticular private Perſons might, for Intereſt- 


ſake, have diſclaim'd their former Opinion, 
and comply'd with any-thing ; yet truly 
TI have ſo much Reſpect for the Clergy of 
the Church of England, as not to believe 
that the whole Body of them . could be 
guilty of fo mean a thing; to ſay no worſe 
of it. For really the Non- jurors, in com- 
pariſon, are ſo few, that had there — 


PSS Bank, 


the 
= 
got 
one 


ſubmit to, an 


= 


—_— 
been ſome Names of Note among 


became, for the fake of a particular private 


Doctrine, which was no way eſſential ei- 
ther to the being or well-being of the 

Church; but whoſe only uſe was to di- 
ſtinguiſn the Church of England from all 
the Churches in the World, that is really 


from the Catholick Church. For this Bi- 
ſhop Lake ſeems to me to own, when he 


calls it the diſtinguiſhing Character of the 
Church of England; and fo truly it may 
ſtill continue if they pleaſe, for I believe 
there is no other Church ſo fond of it, as 
to rob us of it, if it is to be carry'd ſo high 


as fome would have it. 


But if taken in its limited and true 
Senſe, Paſſive- Obedience muſt be acknow- 
ledg d fo neceſſary a Duty, that the World. - 
could not well ſubſet without it. And lam 
very confident, that a the Difference about 


it has been occaſion d by a little Miſtake, in 
applying thoſe Rules to Communities, which 
were given to particular Private Perſons, 


and only dæſgn d for ſuch. For although + 
in my ſingle . oy Capacity I ought to 
ſuffer, the greateſt Imuſtice, 


b "# 9 . 


= Father 


they would hardly have been reckon'd a 
Number; which gives me great Hopes 
that thoſe great and good Men, whom we 
look d upon as the Pillars of our Church, 
would not forſake the Stations they ſo well 


* than 4; hey "the — leib, 1 


and diſturb the eee, - Tet, as 4 am an 
- Engliſh-man, I thinł I am as much oblig'd, 


by all Tyes, both Civil and Sacred, to de- 
fend and maintain that. Governmem and 
Conſtitution of which I am a Member, as 
Jam to obey the King ;, and that being the 


Primary Obligation, ought to be diſcharg'd 
mn the firſt place; but the Safety of that 


being ſecur d, Subjefs ought to ho with- 
aut any other Reſerve, And this ſeems to 


me fo evident, that I think it needs no 


further Proof, though *tis capable of the 
cleareſt, if it were neceſſary, as I hope it 
is not. For, after all, I am ver confident 
that the greateſt and beſt of our on-Jurors 
are of my Mind in this Point, as might 
very eaſily be prov'd, if they would pleaſe 
but truly to reſolve me one Queſtion; that 


is, Whether they did not both wiſh . 


pray, that Landon-derry ſhould be deliver d 
out of the Hands of thoſe mercileſs But- 
chers? And this, the Excellency of their 
Temper, as well as their Chriſtianity, 
obliging to, I cannot at all queſtion but 
they did ; nay, I verily believe they would 
have gone further, and aſſiſted them with 
their Purſes, if they had known how to 
haue convey 0 them Relief. | 
And now pray let us a little conſider tha 


Conſequences of this; for if the Doctrine 
H 
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were not of their Opinion. And if th 
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js true, That tis unlawful to take up 


Arms for the Defence of our Lives. and Li- 


zerties; then all thoſe great and#*gallant 
Men were certainly. great Rebels, and who- 


ſoever did aſſiſt or abett them, incurr d 


the ſame Guilt; fo that, for any- thing I ſee, 


we may all ſhake Hands as to tliat Matter. 
But in caſe I ſhould be miſtaken, and they 
were not ſo good-natur'd, (as I do ſtill be- 
lieve they were) but did defire that ſo ma- 

ny | thouſand Innocent Perſons might fall 
into the Hands of their bloody implacable 
Enemies: If, I ſay, they could with this, 
it would give me a greater Prejudice againſt 
the Doctrine than ever yet I had, Since it 


not only .made them put off thoſe Bowels 
of Mercies which Chriſtians ought to have 


for one another, but even diveſted them of 


common Humanity. For, unleſs it be the 


Papiſts, I know no other Se& that is arrivd 
to that height of Barbarity, as to wiſh, that 
ſo many thouſand Perſons, (whom they 

never ſaw, and who never did them any 
wrong) ſhould periſh, only becauſe they 
18 


could be their Temper, Pm ſure I would 
never be their Proſelyte; for I ſhould dread 
it as much as Popery it ſelf; and fo truly [ 
believe thoſe good Men do. 
But I forgot my ſelf, having already, I 
fear, exceeded the Bounds of a Letter, and 
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